Presence of single-chain ribosome-inactivating protein-like activities in several plant species.
The present screening work was devoted to the search for new ribosome-inactivating proteins (RIPs) in 21 plant species. Eight plants proved to be very active, inhibiting protein synthesis in eukaryotic in vitro systems (rat liver, Vicia sativa and wheat germ). They fulfil the major requirements for consideration as type 1 RIPs. Also, eight plants were found to contain haemagglutinating activity of human red cells but this was not related to the simultaneous presence of RIPs.